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Assessment 3: Candidate Ability to Plan Instruction: 

Vocabulary Lesson Based on A Particular Theme 

 

1.  Description of the Assessment 

 

This task involves teaching approximately twenty vocabulary items on a particular theme to a 

world language class.  It is the first model lesson which candidates prepare in their methods 

course and then teach in middle or high school. Candidate performance is then assessed by the 

Keene State College faculty member who teaches Methods and supervises student teaching. 

 

2.  Alignment with ACTFL Standards 

 

This assessment addresses ACTFL Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. Candidate knowledge of language 

acquisition at various developmental levels (Standard 3) is gained both in Modern Languages 

courses and in ESEC courses. All French and Spanish majors are required to take ML 101, 

World of Language, which explores language and the brain and stages of language acquisition. 

In the ESEC curriculum required for teacher certification, candidates take Development, 

Exceptionality, and Learning, Literacy in Content Areas, and Education Environment and 

Practices, all components of understanding language acquisition and creating a supportive 

classroom environment (ACTFL Standard 3a). In addition, candidates’ semester-long Practicum 

(ESEC 386, taken in conjunction with Methods) places them in a school classroom observing a 

master teacher and reflecting upon classroom environment and student-teacher interaction. 

 

3.  Analysis of Data Findings 

 

The scoring guide for this lesson has been revised since the fall of 2005.  The rubric below will 

be in place to evaluate Modern Language Methods students for this lesson in the fall of 2006.  It 

is important to note, however, that 2005 methods students presenting this lesson all met stated 

expectations.  One student of the four in the class exceeded the expectations. 

 

4.  Evidence of Meeting ACTFL Standards 

 

Strong candidate performance on the Vocabulary Lesson provides evidence that candidates meet 

Standards 1a, 1b, and 2a.   In particular, candidates address Standard 1, which states that they 

“demonstrate a high level of proficiency in the target language” and that they “know the 

linguistic elements of the target language system.” This task also requires that candidates 

understand the target culture and integrate its perspective into their teaching (ACTFL Standard 

2).  Portions of the task involving assessing student learning according to ACTFL and state 

standards also address Standards 4 and 5 (see details below). The scoring guide will directly 

align with ACTFL standards in providing more explicit evidence of candidate knowledge 

beginning in fall 2006. 
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5. Assessment Documentation 

 

5a. Assessment tool 

Assessment 3: Ability to Plan Instruction 

A Vocabulary Lesson Based on a Particular Theme 

 

A. Narrative of the Task 

 

This lesson involves teaching vocabulary on a particular theme to a world language class.  

Since vocabulary is a solid base of language acquisition, this activity is representative of 

what world language teachers need to do with expertise on a daily and/or weekly basis.   

 

Candidates will choose a group of approximately twenty vocabulary words on a theme of 

their choice.  Candidates will present these words to their students using visuals and 

techniques addressing the needs of diverse language learners. They will engage students 

in an activity to further reinforce the learning experience.  Candidates will also assess 

their students’ learning at the end of the learning experience. The ultimate goal is for 

candidates to realize the high rate of student learning and enjoyment derived from 

presenting vocabulary in a multi-faceted learning experience.   

 

B. Learning Goals 

 

1. Candidates will present a group of approximately twenty vocabulary words 

using proper pronunciation. (ACTFL Standard 1a, 1b) 

2. Candidates will present the words and their correct meanings through 

simultaneously visual and auditory means. During the lesson and activity 

candidates will use three techniques “addressing the needs of diverse language 

learners.” (ACTFL Standard 3b) 

3. Candidates’ presentation will reflect their own linguistic and cultural 

competencies. (ACTFL Standards 1a, 1c, 2a, 2c) 

4. Candidates will present the vocabulary and conduct the learning activity in the 

target language.  A maximum of six English words will be allowed throughout 

the lesson and activity. (ACTFL Standard 1a) 

5. By the end of the class, students will have said each of the vocabulary words at 

least six times each.  Candidates will have said each of the vocabulary words at 

least eight times each. 

6. By the end of the class, students will recognize and understand all vocabulary 

words and know how to pronounce these words correctly. (ACTFL Standard 1a, 

1b) 

7. Candidates will present information which is culturally relevant to this 

vocabulary.  (ACTFL Standards 2a, 3a) 

8. Candidates will make connections to other disciplines during the lesson and 

activity.  (English acceptable here) (ACTFL Standard 2c) 

9. Candidates will engage students in a meaningful activity to reinforce the 

learning of these vocabulary words. (ACTFL Standard 3a) 
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10. Candidates will design pre-and post-test activities appropriate to the 

developmental level of their students and reflecting knowledge of New 

Hampshire guidelines for World Language Learners (Stage I) and ACTFL 

Proficiency Guidelines for speaking (novice range) (ACTFL Standards 4a, b, 

and c and 5a,b, and c).   

11. Candidates will assign work to be done outside of class to further reinforce the 

learning of this vocabulary.  (ACTFL Standard 5a) 

12. Candidates’ lessons will be about twenty minutes in length, excluding pre-test 

and post-test activities. 

13. Candidates will present the assignment, lesson plan, goals, and activities to the 

professor in written form at the end of the college class.  

14. Candidates will be evaluated according to the rubric for this lesson. 

15. Candidates will give the professor a written self-reflection based on the lesson 

the week following the vocabulary lesson. Reflection will analyze student 

learning of vocabulary and culture, and will include ways to amend this lesson 

to increase student mastery. Candidates will also critique success of their 

activity and assessment results (ACTFL Standard 5b, 5c). 

 

C. Prompts 

1. School factors:  This lesson is destined for students in a middle or high-school 

classroom.   

 

2. Classroom  factors:   

a. It is assumed that the class size will not exceed thirty students.  

b. Classroom seating will adequately accommodate all students. 

c. The seating arrangement will allow the teacher to circulate freely 

within the room.  

d. The class will be at least thirty minutes long.   

e. The classroom will have requisite lighting and conform to state and 

national standards for safety. 

f. The classroom will contain an overhead transparency projector, 

transparencies, a white board, and colored markers. 

g. Supplies available for student use will include paper, small white 

boards, markers, and erasers. 

h. All necessary accommodations will be in place for learners with 

special needs. 

 

3. Student characteristics:  Students in this world language class will have studied 

the world language of today’s lesson for at least one month.   

 

4. Instructional implication for planning and assessment:  

a.   This vocabulary lesson is part of a larger unit on a theme  

            such as the family, transportation, or health. 

b.   Assessment for this lesson will be based on the rubric which accompanies it. 

c.  The minimal acceptable score for this lesson will be “Meets   

           Expectations” for seven of nine categories. 
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5b. Scoring guide 

 

Assessment 3: Methods Rubric for a Vocabulary Lesson 

 Needs Improvement (1) Meets Expectations (2) Exceeds Expectations (3) 

 

Linguistic and 

Cultural 

Competency 

 

(ACTFL 

Standards 1a, 

2a, 2c) 

Minimally accurate 

presentation of 

vocabulary;  

numerous errors in 

pronunciation; no 

cultural component 

given during lesson or 

activity  

 

Generally accurate 

presentation of 

vocabulary.  Minor 

errors in 

pronunciation.   

Candidate relates 

culture of world 

language to this 

vocabulary.  

Precise presentation of 

vocabulary with no 

errors in pronunciation. 

Candidate relates 

culture of world 

language and personal 

experience to this 

vocabulary. 

 

Use of Target 

Language 

(ACTFL 

Standard 1a) 

English abundantly 

used in lesson and 

activity 

A maximum of six 

English words were 

used during the lesson 

and activity. 

Fewer than six English 

words were used during 

the lesson and activity.  

P
la

n
n

in
g
 a

n
d

 P
re

p
a
ri

n
g
 I

n
st

ru
ct

io
n

 

 

Choice of 

Activities and 

adaptations to 

needs of diverse 

learners 

(ACTFL 

Standards 3a, 

3b) 

Activities were 

unsuitable to the 

vocabulary or to 

needs of diverse 

learners 

Three suitable 

techniques for diverse 

learners were 

incorporated into the 

lesson and activity 

More than three suitable 

techniques for diverse 

learners were 

incorporated into the 

activities 

 

 

Instructional 

Component 

(ACTFL 

Standard 1a, 1b, 

1c) 

Students minimally 

understand and 

recognize vocabulary 

words.  Students said 

words less than six 

times each and 

pronounced some 

incorrectly. 

Students recognize 

and understand most 

vocabulary words. 

Students said all 

words at least six 

times.  Students 

generally pronounced 

words correctly. 

Students demonstrate a 

clear understanding and 

recognition of all words. 

Students use words with 

ease and pronounce 

them precisely. 

 

Connections 

(ACTFL 

Standard 2a, 2c) 

Students minimally 

aware of connections 

of vocabulary to 

culture and to other 

disciplines. 

Students generally 

aware of connections 

of vocabulary to 

culture and to other 

disciplines. 

Students clearly aware 

of connections of 

vocabulary to culture 

and to other disciplines. 

S
tu

d
en

t 
L

ea
rn

in
g

  

Supportive 

classroom 

environment; 

meaningful 

interaction,  

varied 

instructional 

practices 

(ACTFL 

Standard 3a, 3b) 

Students minimally 

engaged in lesson and 

learning activity. 

Some were distracted 

or disruptive. 

Students generally 

engaged in learning, 

focused and neither 

disruptive nor 

distracted.  Candidate 

varies pace and 

activities during the 

lesson. 

All students thoroughly 

engaged and enjoying 

learning.  No 

distractions or 

disruptions were 

evident. Candidate 

varies pace and 

activities during the 

lesson. 
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Lesson Planning 

demonstrates 

knowledge of 

state and 

ACTFL 

Standards 

(ACTFL 

Standard 4) 

Lesson plan is 

incomplete or too 

short; confusing or 

unsuitable activities. 

No clear relevance to 

standards.  

Complete and clear 

lesson plans reference 

standards. Activities 

enhance learning the 

vocabulary.   

Complete and clear 

plans demonstrate 

candidate understanding 

of standards.  

Exceptional activities 

reinforce learning 

vocabulary.   
Assessment of 

Student 

Learning 

(ACTFL 

Standards 5 a, b, 

and c) 

No or minimal 

assessment evident; 

no connections to 

state or ACTFL 

Standards 

Generally adequate 

assessment of student 

learning, connected to 

state or ACTFL 

Standards 

Comprehensive 

assessment explicitly 

connected to both state 

and ACTFL Standards 

A
ss

es
sm

en
t 

Goals and Self-

Reflection 

(ACTFL 

Standard 5b) 

Inadequate goals or 

self-reflection  

Goals and self-

reflection address 

student assessments 

and their results. 

Goals and self-

reflection are 

comprehensive and 

clearly expressed 

addressing student 

assessments with 

attention to modifying 

the lesson plan to 

improve results.  
 

5c. Data table 

 

The minimal acceptable score for this lesson will be “Meets Expectations” for seven of nine 

categories in order have acceptable grades.  Data will be collected beginning in the fall of 2006. 
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